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Important Dates:

Nov. 7 - Superintendent’s Conference Day
Nov. 10- Veterans Day

CURRICULUM
2 UPDATES

Nov. 22-24 Thanksgiving Recess

Conterences (/2 day for elementary Preliminary iReady Report

SChOOlS Only) Overall Placement
Nov. 29- PMS Parent/Teacher Studerts Assessod Total 238772572

Conferences (1/2 day for PMS only) d\

Nov. 30- PHS, ELC, UPK Parent/Teacher e
Conferences (1/2 day for PHS, ELC, UPK R . .
only) 5 stusents 254 Stuterts 40 Students P— o
Dec. 22- 1/2 day giveback for P/T et e :
Conferences

Dec. 25-Jan. 2 - Winter Recess

Jan. 15- MLK Jr. Day

January 23-26- January Regents exams

¥ Placement by Domain

Announcements

a3

Check out all the after school opportunties here! “ )
https://www.applitrack.com/poughkeepsieschoo waxp %
®2

Overall Placement
1 i tal: 2,286/2 572

Is/onlineapp/

25 Shdents 7 Sdmis 2 Students 544 Students 628 Studests

Ms. Woods, Supervisor of Elementary Educaiton, is
a Wilson certified coach in Fundations levels K, 1, * Placement by Domain
and 2. She will be extending her certification for
level 3 this year. If you're looking for additional
support in implementing Fundations, want to see a
model lesson, or are simply looking for advice,

T

please sign up with Ms. Woods using this link:
https://forms.gle/PMpFEFwWA8p7ejup7k?

The Reading and Math Beginning of Year (BOY) Diagnostic has closed. The BOY is a preliminary

assessment to determine students’ starting point for the year. iReady uses this information to

set students’ growth and stretch goals, determine pre-requisite needs in math, set groups for
targeted instruction, and create the individualized learning path for each student.

In reading as compared to last year, additional 2% of students are starting at or above grade level
and 6% fewer students are starting two or more grade levels below.


https://www.applitrack.com/poughkeepsieschools/onlineapp/
https://www.applitrack.com/poughkeepsieschools/onlineapp/
https://forms.gle/PMpFFwA8p7eJup7k7
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. . The Fundamentals of Backward Plannin
Fire Prevention Month at g

Jay McTighe
Wa rri n g E le m e ntary! https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/the-fundamentals-of-backward-planning

September 1, 2019
&

//’.‘ - Given the multitude of daily challenges they face, it's easy for new teachers to fall

: into poor unit- or lesson-planning habits. These often include racing for maximum
textbook coverage, setting up a series of haphazard activities, focusing on
multiple-choice "test prep," or failing to help students apply or contextualize their
learning. One prominent method to help educators avoid these traps is "backward
design"—essentially curriculum planning that begins with establishing clear
learning goals (with a focus on in-depth understanding) and then works backward
to determine how to get students there. As outlined by Grant Wiggins and Jay
McTighe in the education classic Understanding by Design (ASCD, 2005), backward
design—also known as "backward planning"—is made up of a three-stage planning
sequence:

1. Identify Desired Learning Results

Establish learning goals for the unit, drawing from content standards and
MR VO R\ ARG ERLCRTRG R LI lgf-fel  curriculum expectations. To prioritize the learning you'll want to cover (or target),
the PBIS Coordinator at another building, Warring [elelii[e[5I3
had a visit from Firefighter Kenny. He gave a
presentation as to what the job of firefighter is,
showed their gear, and explained that in a fire,

firefighters may look like complete space aliens. Filtel's fol‘ Determining

Additionally, there was a Q&A for students at the

end of the presentations. What,s worth understanding

Does the idea, topic, or process represent a
“big idea” with value beyond the classroom?
L

Does it reside at the heart of the discipline?
@
Does it require “uncoverage”
(because the idea is abstract or

often misunderstood)?
[ ]

N OWEMBTER

NATIVE
Does it offer potential
for engaging
students?

Click here for
Resources

“Enduring”
Understanding

Guiding Concept: A unit should be framed around "enduring understandings"
and related essential questions.



https://www.goodgoodgood.co/articles/how-to-celebrate-native-american-heritage-month
https://www.ascd.org/people/jay-mctighe
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/the-fundamentals-of-backward-planning
https://www.goodgoodgood.co/articles/how-to-celebrate-native-american-heritage-month
https://www.goodgoodgood.co/articles/how-to-celebrate-native-american-heritage-month
https://www.goodgoodgood.co/articles/how-to-celebrate-native-american-heritage-month

2. Determine Acceptable Evidence

Prior to designing lessons and instruction, determine how you'll know if students have achieved your desired learning results.
Consider a range of assessment approaches to document learning, including:

¢ Basic assessments (quizzes, tests, and skill checks) to measure factual knowledge and discrete skills.
¢ Open-ended academic prompts requiring critical thinking, analysis, and synthesis.

e Performance tasks and projects designed to demonstrate understanding and application of knowledge/skills in authentic contexts.

Guiding Concept: While a unit should be anchored by a performance task or project, assessment evidence should be gathered over
time rather than viewed as a one-time, culminating event.

3. Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

Based on the desired learning results and evidence of learning you've identified, plan instructional activities and teaching strategies.
In planning instruction, consider:

What instruction and learning activities (e.g., direct instruction, guided practice, discussion, cooperative learning) will help
students acquire targeted knowledge and skills, make meaning of "big ideas," and be able to transfer their learning?

¢ How will you use assessments to provide ongoing feedback to students?

e What materials and resources (beyond the textbook) might best support the learning goals?

Guiding Concept: Ensure that the overall instructional design for the unit is coherent and oriented around the "enduring
understandings" and transfer. As you plan, always keep the end in mind!

For more information, see Wiggins, G., & McTighe, J. (2005). Understanding by design, expanded 2nd ed. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. Jay
McTighe contributed updated material, based on more recent writings, to this piece.

UbD: Stages of Backward Design

Stage 1. Identify
desired results.

Stage 2. Determine
acceptable evidence.

Guiding Questions
*“What are the established

goals? *What is sufficient and telling
evidence of understanding?

/ Guiding Questions \

3. Plan learning
experiences and
instruction.

/_ Guidin estions \

*What “big ideas” do we want
students to come to *Keeping the goals in
understand? mind, what performance tasks
should anchor and focus the

*What essential questions will
stimulate inquiry?

*What knowledge and skills
need to be acquired giventhe
understandings and related
content standards? What focus

questions will guide students to

\targ&ted knowledge and slu'lls?/

unit?

*What criteria will be used to
assess the work?

*Will the assessment reveal and
distinguish those who really
understand versus those who

invseem to understand? /

*What instructional strategies
and learning activities are
needed to achieve the results
identified in Stage 1 and
reflected in the assessment
evidence specified in Stage 27
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